February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and T am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing. It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for ctimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth™ that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children, These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Coutt’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,

Address:




February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and T am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to refotm juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. ‘These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. ‘The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.
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February 27, 2014

To whom it may concetn,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, Tt is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of patole for ctimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time fot
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under cutrent law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
povetty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
ctitical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leadet and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

['am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for ctimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Coutt has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. ‘These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. "This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s ptisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic,

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatorty life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within out justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing;

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualitics of youth™ that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains, Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minotities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Coutt’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing, '

As a forward-lpoking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely, .. L
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and T am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing. It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth™ that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. ‘These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains, Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
povetty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

'The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile

sentencing efforts. Qur state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.
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February 27, 2014

To whom it may concern,

1 am a student in Connecticut and T am wtiting, this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing. It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated faws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressute. This socioeconomic clement is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Coutt’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
ctitical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,




February 27, 2014

To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and 1 am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, Tt is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for ctimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing childreni. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic,

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole heating,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely, /’“
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February 27, 2014

To whom it may concetn,

I am a student in Connecticut and 1 am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing. It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under cutrent law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are ovetrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some otfenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is

.critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful atiention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing th1s
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of Ametican justice.
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for ctimes committed undet the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under cutrent law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities arc overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identitying as Aftican American or Hispanic,

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Fven if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the test of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice,

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and T am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass HB. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of patole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
povetty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and 1 am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass TLB. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing. It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Coutt has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualitics include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue tecognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national traitblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the foretront of American justice,

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

[ am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass F.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of patole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacitics for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressute. This socioeconomic clement is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more yeats identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more impottantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is

critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole heating.

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut undesstands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile

sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice, By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely, - %
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass HLB. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under cutrent law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Coutt has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%

of juvenile offenders serving 50 or mote years identifying as Aftican American or Hispanic.

“The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring; Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it's the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right 10 a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’ receive parole, it is
crifical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be cligible for a parole hearing

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.
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February 27, 2014
T'o whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass TLB. No. 5221 to teform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws. '

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under cutrent law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Coutt has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socloeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centets with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it s
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-tooking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice,

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
"To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing. 1t is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for ctimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile oftenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African Ametican ot Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. ‘The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a nationat trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing cfforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can-become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this lettet to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing; It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. ‘These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are ovetrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centets with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing, this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.




February 27, 2014

To whom it may concetn,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile otfenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a patole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely, 7
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may conceti,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing. It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time tor

Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under cutrent law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains, Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. "This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minoritics are overtepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%

.

of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African Ametican ot Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life senterices without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into, compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it's the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing;

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincetely,

Address:
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February 27, 2014
T'o whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing; It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws. -

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minotities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s ptisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it's the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Hyen if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-ooking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut undetstands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass T1.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

_ Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offendets serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but mote importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing, '

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerel
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Februaty 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass FL.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing. It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth™ that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. "These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure, This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minotitics are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offendets serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commisston’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing,. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Coutt’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forwatd-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed m juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely, ( r
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and 1 am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of patole for crimes commutted under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This sociceconomic element 1s only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, "The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
ctitical that juveniles recetve special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,

CobumMhenine.

Address:
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of patole for ctimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth™ that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
povetty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and cateful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, Tt is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in ptison without the possibility of parole for ctimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,.
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. ‘The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Coutt’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many bencfits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state necds to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can begome a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.
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Tebruary 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current faw fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minotities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years wdentifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Coutt’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Hven if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing.

As a forward-looking st

ate, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of the nation the many
benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing laws can prove that
Connecticut undetstands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile sentencing efforts. Our
state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this, we once again can become
a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,

Aclcifess:




February 27, 2014
T'o whom it may concetn,

T am a student in Connecticut and 1 am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass HLB. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juventiles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualitics of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identitying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would thetefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Coutt’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole heating. '

As a forward-looking st

ate, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of the nation the many
benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing laws can prove that
Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile sentencing efforts. Our
state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this, we once again can become
a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

.

Sincerely,

Address:




February 27, 2014
"T'o whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass FLB. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in ptison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element i3 only compounded by the fact
that minorities ate overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Comimission’s recommended legisiation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing, The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supteme Coutt’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking st

ate, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of the nation the many
benefits of imptoved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing laws can prove that
Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile sentencing efforts, Our
state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this, we once again can become
a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,

Address:
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February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

T am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass IH.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immotal, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws.

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under cutrent law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains. Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are overrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing;

As a forward-looking st

ate, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of the nation the many
benefits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice, The revision of our existing laws can prove that
Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile sentencing efforts. Qur
state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice, By doing this, we once again can become
a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,

Address:




February 27, 2014
To whom it may concern,

I am a student in Connecticut and I am writing this letter to request that the Connecticut
General Assembly immediately pass H.B. No. 5221 to reform juvenile justice and sentencing, It is
immoral, unwise, and now unconstitutional for Connecticut to allow juveniles to be sentenced to life
in prison without the possibility of parole for crimes committed under the age of 18, and it is time for
Connecticut to change these outdated laws. ' '

Juvenile sentencing in Connecticut under current law fails to acknowledge the “mitigating
qualities of youth” that the Supreme Court has ruled we must consider in sentencing children. These
qualities include greater capacities for self-improvement and underdeveloped brains, Furthermore,
many of the juveniles who have gone through the juvenile justice system have been subjected to
poverty, violence, and peer pressure. This socioeconomic element is only compounded by the fact
that minorities are ovetrepresented in Connecticut’s prisons and juvenile detention centers with 92%
of juvenile offenders serving 50 or more years identifying as African American or Hispanic.

The Connecticut Sentencing Commission’s recommended legislation would promote the
change we need in juvenile sentencing. The proposal prohibits mandatory life sentences without parole
for juvenile offenders. Passing this bill would therefore bring Connecticut into compliance with the
Supreme Court’s ruling, but more importantly, it’s the right thing to do, providing overdue recognition
of juvenile offenders’ right to a second chance. Even if some offenders shouldn’t receive parole, it is
critical that juveniles receive special consideration within our justice system, which is why they should
all at least be eligible for a parole hearing,

As a forward-looking state, Connecticut should be a national trailblazer and show the rest of
the nation the many benetfits of improved laws concerning juvenile justice. The revision of our existing
laws can prove that Connecticut understands the nuances and careful attention needed in juvenile
sentencing efforts. Our state needs to rededicate itself to the ideals of juvenile justice. By doing this,
we once again can become a national leader and stand at the forefront of American justice.

Sincerely,
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Address:
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